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Angle Versus Soft Tissue Paradigms: A New Way
1.1

of Looking at Treatment Goals

Parameter Angle Paradigm Soft Tissue Paradigm

Primary Ideal dental occlusion Normal soft tissue
treatment proportions and
goal adaptations

Secondary goal

Ideal jaw relationships

Functional occlusion

Hard and soft
tissue
relationships

Ideal hard tissue
proportions produce
ideal soft tissues

Ideal soft tissue
proportions define
ideal hard tissues

Diagnostic Dental casts, Clinical examination of
emphasis cephalometric intraoral and facial
radiographs soft tissues
Treatment Obtain ideal dental and Plan ideal soft tissue
approach skeletal relationships, relationships and
assume the soft then place teeth
tissues will be all and jaws as needed
right to achieve this
Function TMJ in relation to dental ~ Soft tissue movement
emphasis occlusion in relation to display
of teeth
Stability of Related primarily to Related primarily to
result dental occlusion soft tissue pressure

and equilibrium
effects

TM.J, Temporomandibular joint.
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characteristics

Systematic Review

Retrospective study, inclusion
based on treatment response

Case report(s)

Unsupported opinion of expert
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¢ BOX 1.1 | Index of Treatment Needs (IOTN)
Treatment Grades

Grade 5 (Extreme/Need Treatment)

5. Impeded eruption of teeth (except third molars) due to crowding,
displacement, the presence of supernumerary teeth, retained
deciduous teeth, and any pathologic cause.

5.h  Extensive hypodontia with restorative implications (more than one
tooth per quadrant) requiring preprosthetic orthodontics.

5.a Increased overjet greater than 9 mm.

5.m  Reverse overjet greater than 3.5 mm with reported masticatory and
speech difficulties.

5.p  Defects of cleft lip and palate and other craniofacial anomalies.

5.5  Submerged deciduous teeth.

Grade 4 (Severe/Need Treatment)

4.h  Less extensive hypodontia requiring prerestorative orthodontics or
orthodontic space closure (one tooth per quadrant).

4.a Increased overjet greater than 6 mm but less than or equal to
9 mm.

4.b  Reverse overjet greater than 3.5 mm with no masticatory or
speech difficulties.

4.m  Reverse overjet greater than 1 mm but less than 3.5 mm with
recorded masticatory or speech difficulties.

4.c  Anterior or posterior crosshites with greater than 2 mm
discrepancy between retruded contact position and intercuspal
position.

4.1 Posterior lingual crossbite with no functional occlusal contact in
one or hoth buccal segments.

4.d  Severe contact point displacements greater than 4 mm.

4.e  Extreme lateral or anterior open bites greater than 4 mm.

4.f  Increased and complete overbite with gingival or palatal trauma.

4t  Partially erupted teeth, tipped, and impacted against adjacent teeth.

4.x  Presence of supernumerary teeth.

Grade 3 (Moderate/Borderline Need)

3.a Increased overjet greater than 3.5 mm but less than or equal to
6 mm with incompetent lips.

3.b  Reverse overjet greater than 1 mm but less than or equal to
3.5 mm.

3.c Anterior or posterior crosshites with greater than 1 mm but less
than or equal to 2 mm discrepancy between retruded contact
position and intercuspal position.

3.d  Contact point displacements greater than 2 mm but less than or

equal to 4 mm.

3. Lateral or anterior open hite greater than 2 mm but less than or
equal to 4 mm.

3.f  Deep overbite complete on gingival or palatal tissues but no
trauma.

Grade 2 (Mild/Little Need)
2.a Increased overjet greater than 3.5 mm but less than or equal to
6 mm with competent lips.
2.b  Reverse overjet greater than 0 mm but less than or equal to 1 mm.
2.c Anterior or posterior crosshite with less than or equal to 1 mm
discrepancy between retruded contact position and intercuspal

position.

2.d  Contact point displacements greater than 1 mm but less than or
equal to 2 mm.

2. Anterior or posterior open bite greater than 1 mm but less than or
equal to 2 mm.

2.f  Increased overbite greater than or equal to 3.5 mm without
gingival contact.
2.9 Prenormal or postnormal occlusions with no other anomalies.

Grade 1 (No Need)
1. Extremely minor malocclusions, including contact point
displacements less than 1 mm.
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